Humboldt Bay Water Trails Implementation Program – Phase I 

Background and Project Description

“Water trails” are water-based routes for recreational canoeists and kayakers that are anchored by land access (or ‘put-in’ and ‘take-out’) sites. These general routes provide educational and scenic experiences and are designed to accommodate boaters of all ages and abilities. With a complimentary system of facilities, ‘trail’ guides and access site informational signage, good water trail programs encourage minimum-impact use and emphasize stewardship of the aquatic ecosystems, historical features and cultural sites. 

Humboldt Bay presents many opportunities for paddle boaters, including views of wildlife, scenic vistas, observation of maritime activity, exercise and accessible, yet “wild” experiences. Though potential paddling opportunities abound, many paddlers utilize a number of unofficial access points. Problems with use of unofficial sites include trespassing on private land; unsafe or inadequate parking; unsafe or inadequate boat-launching facilities; and disturbances to sensitive wildlife and habitats and culturally significant sites.
Shorebirds and waterfowl, harbor seals, sea lions, eelgrass habitats and other sensitive species exist in large numbers throughout the Bay and are equally subject to disturbance by uninformed paddlers. Currently, however, there is very limited information available for paddlers about wildlife viewing protocol and actions to take to avoid harmful impacts. 

In the design and engineering phase (Phase I) of the Humboldt Bay Water Trails Implementation Program, NRS, in collaboration with the Humboldt Bay Harbor, Recreation and Conservation District (HBHRCD) and relevant stakeholders, plan to improve access for and address the needs of small, human-powered boats than can be hand-carried to and from launch sites (primarily canoes and touring kayaks). Additionally, the project team seeks to improve the educational resources available to paddlers, specifically to reduce potential impacts to sensitive wildlife and habitats and culturally significant sites, and to ensure the overall safety of paddle-boaters.

For additional background information and a list of preliminary water trail project sites, see the Humboldt Bay Trails Feasibility Study, located on the web at www.nrsrcaa.org/baytrails. 

· Chapter 3, Section D contains a description of the Humboldt Bay Water Trails Program

· Appendix B contains a list of potential sites and recommended improvements

Additionally, a map of existing water trails and access sites can be viewed at www.explorenorthcoast.net/map.html. 
